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It is commendable that Mongolia undertakes activities to educate teenage girls about 
reproduction and safe practices that can help minimise risks to their health. However, 
in recent years, there has been a push for teenage girls to undergo a gynaecological 
examination at school, commonly referred to as ‘the girls’ examination’. This practice 
contradicts the views of international human rights organizations that such examinations 
should only be conducted on a voluntary basis and in medical settings, so that girls’ 
dignity is respected and they are protected from any form of violence. However, girls’ 
examination as they are carried out by some high schools, violate the rights of girls to 
dignity and privacy, and fail to preserve the inviolability of their bodies.

The Princess Center that defends the rights of young women, organized a forum for 
girls,  ‘Listen to Us!’, which discussed the topic of ‘the rights of girls and discrimination’ 
within the Alumni of Girls Leadership Program 2019. The forum participants, who were 
from all over the country and Ulaanbaatar city, considered that the most serious violation 
of their rights was the girls’ examination at school.

This study was instigated with the outcome of that forum in mind. As well, it contributes 
to the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals of Good Health, Quality 
Education, Gender Equality and Reduced Inequality, and references Article 12 of the UN 
Convention on the Rights of the Child, “that children have a right to express their views 
on matters that affect them, and have them taken seriously”. Myagmarsuren Gansukh, 
the 7th Asian Girl Human Rights Award Winner, together with the Young Voices Group  
auspiced by Save the Children in Mongolia, conducted this “Girls’ Voices” survey to find 
out girls’ views on the examination.

The survey involved 370 girls in Grades 7-12 from 12 general education schools in 
Ulaanbaatar city, and the provinces of Arkhangai, Uvurkhangai, Dornod, Khovd, 
Dornogovi, Govisumber, as well as girls from special education schools in Ulaanbaatar.
We are very grateful to all the girls who participated in the Girls’ Voices Survey, and to 
all the researchers: students of the Young Voices Group, alumni of the Girls Leadership 
Program 2019, members of the Bayangol District Children’s Association, and members 
of the Strong Boys NGO. We are also indebted to the Princess Center NGO, which 
gave us this opportunity to conduct this survey, to the Garden of Hope Foundation-
International Affairs, which funded the project, and to Save the Children in Mongolia, 
which contributed methodological support throughout the research process.

Young Voices Group

PREFACE
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Article 12 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child establishes the right of 
every child to freely express her or his views, in all matters affecting her or him, 
and the subsequent right for those views to be given due weight, according to 
the child’s age and maturity.

“The Education to which every child has a right is one designed to provide the 
child with life skills, to strengthen the child’s capacity to enjoy the full range of 
human rights and to promote a culture which is infused by appropriate human 
rights values. The goal is to empower the child by developing his or her skills, 
learning and other capacities, human dignity, self-esteem and self-confidence.” 

The Aims of Education General Comment on the article 29 of UN Convention 
on the Rights of the Child, 2001
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SURVEY PROCESS AND DURATIONINTRODUCTION

What does the survey hope to achieve?

The results of the Girls’ Voices Survey will be used to help girls and the wider community: 

• to explain why girls’ examinations at schools violate their rights, to 
assess whether the examinations actually protect girls from risks, and to 
present new information and analysis about the practice;

• to urge health institutions, adolescent cabinets, and schools of the capital 
city, provinces, districts, and soums to provide parents and children with 
better and more consistent information and training on preventative 
measures to protect girls from risks.

• to encourage cooperation between health agencies and public schools 
to develop more respectful and rights-focused interventions to protect 
girls’ reproductive health than the current examinations; 

• to stress the importance of supporting and respecting the right of boys 
and girls to express their views on matters that affect them.

Oct, 2019

 Project scope was approved.
 Meetings with project partners orga-

nized.
 Capacity-building trainings conducted.

Nov, 2019 

 The survey questionnaire was designed 
and developed.

Dec, 2019

 Survey data was collected.
 Surveys were entered into the “SPSS 

23” program, coded and analyzed

Jan, 2020

 The survey report was developed on the 
“Easy-to-read” principle.

Feb, 2020

 The survey report was translated and 
edited.

RESTRICTIONS  
The selection of the schools to take part 
in the survey was based on information 
provided by student representatives that 
the Girls’ Examination was being conducted 
at their school, but after reading the survey 
and its goals, very few administrators gave 
permission to conduct the survey in their 
schools. Those that did agree asked that 
they remain anonymous by not filling in the 
school section of the survey. However, for the 
sake of the independence of the survey, the 
researchers did not allow school doctors or 
teachers to be present during the survey.

GOAL OF THE SURVEY:
To share the findings of the survey to enhance 
students’ right to a quality education that positively 
impacts their future, and to support better reproductive 
health education interventions for young girls and 
boys that also observe their human rights.

SURVEY METHODOLOGY: 
Survey methodology was a questionnaire consisting 
of 21 general questions and 1 sub-question.  Survey 
questions were developed by the members of the 
Young Voices Group, auspiced by the Child Rights 
Governance Program of Save the Children in 
Mongolia (SCM).

SUBJECT OF THE SURVEY:
The subjects of the survey were 370 girls in Grade 7 
(aged 11-12) to Grade 12 (aged 18-19) of secondary 
schools, including special schools for children 
with disabilities, in Ulaanbaatar (where 46.7% of 
Mongolia’s total population of 3,138,479 resides), 
Arkhangai, Uvurkhangai, Dornod, Dornogobi, and 
Gobisumber provinces. 

(National Statistics, 2018)
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SURVEY RESULTS

We understand that the authorities are attempting to protect girls and their health by con-
ducting mass examinations in public schools. However, our survey results show that the 
examinations have no impact on young people’s lifestyle and reproductive health, nor do 
they appear to be effective as a preventative measure. 

In fact, this method appears to exacerbate gen-
der inequality and discrimination, and to support 
the views that ‘women alone should be responsi-
ble for their reproductive education’ and ‘women 
are at fault, not the opposite sex’, attitudes that 
impede the development of a fair, equitable, and 

democratic society. 

An individual’s health, especially an adolescent’s reproductive health, and the work done 
towards it, is a topic of utmost importance to young people. Although conducting separate 
examinations for girls and boys at public schools has been approved by Directions of Ac-
tivities for Specific Preventive Examinations of Boys and Girls in the Contemplative Rule 
of Youth Cabinets Regarding Closer Cooperation with Secondary Schools in accordance 
with Articles 6.1.3 and 6.1.4, the fact that there are no rules or regulations in place regard-
ing the examinations is regrettable.

Further, there are few opportunities to reinforce these regulations and standards, and no 
mechanism to monitor their implementation. The survey also showed that due to the lack 
of a common goal and procedures for the girls’ examination, every school has its own.
 
Because public high schools are not appropriate settings for the girls’ examination, the 
right to privacy and other human rights are violated, and regulations and standards for 
the examination are not being adhered to. Thus, we request that the educational and 
health authorities concerned review these discriminatory and inappropriate practices and 
attitudes through accelerating training and information programs for relevant duty-bearers 
and communities in a systematic, high quality and inclusive manner.

GIRLS’ UNDERSTANDING OF THE GIRLS’ EXAMINATION AND 
THE QUALITY OF THE INFORMATION GIVEN TO THEM 1

1.1 WHY DO YOU THINK THE GIRLS’ EXAMINATION IS CONDUCTED AT SCHOOL? 
(QUESTION 1)

It is commendable that 5 out of 10 girls (53.9%) 
answered that the girls’ examination is conducted to 
protect them and maintain their reproductive health, 
suggesting that over half the respondents had a 
basic understanding of the reason for the test.

However, 2 out of 10 girls (16.3%) answered that 
they didn’t why the examination was conducted.

On October 17, 2018 in Geneva, UN agencies 
officially banned testing of virginity, but 3 out of 10 
girls (29.12%) understood it to be a virginity test.

Teachers, social workers, and staff working in an educational environment should give extra care 
to providing students with appropriate information,  based on the student’s age, physiological and 
mental state. 

From the When a violation of children’s rights occur, how, where and whom to address? Handbook...

To protect girls
from risks

To test for virginity
or for pregnancy

To monitor girls’ 
reproductive health

Don’t understand 
the purpose

Virginity test: The girls’ examination is not 
appropriate for young girls of reproductive 
age. It’s a woman’s right to decide when she’ll 
be sexually active, when she’ll have a baby, 
how long between pregnancies, whether she’ll 
have a baby or not. It is a woman’s sacred and 
uncontested right to make her own personal 
decisions about sexuality and reproduction. 
It is wrong that schools conduct these 
examinations. It is an assault on girls’ sexual 
inviolability. At the same time, while most 
girls don’t understand why the examination is 
conducted, they feel obliged to go along with 
it. Also, pregnancy and sexually transmitted 
diseases are matters that concern the opposite 
sex as well, yet the same tests are not 
conducted for boys. According to the WHO, to 
conduct girls’ virginity tests is vulgar, outdated 
and a serious breach of human rights.

Interview with “Beautiful Hearts” NGO 
General Coordinator, B. Oyundari

29%

29%
26%

16%
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1.2 DO YOUR TEACHERS OR THE SCHOOL TELL YOU WHY THEY CONDUCT THESE EX-
AMINATIONS? (QUESTION 3)

1.3 HOW MUCH DO YOU KNOW ABOUT THE STANDARDS OF GIRLS’ EXAMINATIONS AND 
THE RULES REGARDING ADOLESCENT HEALTH? (QUESTION 7)

44.2% believed the school did not give them 
comprehensive information about the girls’ 
examinations.

87.3% of girls who participated in the survey were 
examined without full understanding or specific 
information.

This failure to ensure girls’ understanding of the 
examination violates their right to be informed on 
matters that affect them.

9 out of 10 survey participants do not receive 
adequate information about the regulations and 
standards for the examination, and 4 out of 10 
(38%) have never heard about these standards. 

It is commendable that 54.6% had heard about the 
regulations and standards, 

However, only 7% of respondents said they 
were well-informed, indicating that girls were not 
given sufficient information that they could easily 
understand.

In accordance with Article 7.1.6 of the Order of the 
Minister of Health on October 17, 2017, A / 399 
the Youth Cabinet provided for the provision of 
preventive examinations and training. It also states 
in section 7.2.5 of the Social Worker Action Plan 
that information and training campaigns be carried 
out through approved programs and strategies on 
adolescent and youth health.

Does not give any 
information

Gives us 
information, but not 
full understanding

Gives us enough
information

12%

45%

43%
Teachers do not tell us anything about the 
girls’ examination. All they say is ‘Just attend!’ 

B, 12 years old

The school makes any empty room available 
for the girls’ examination. At my  school, it’s 
conducted in a teacher meeting room. We 
are put behind a curtain. 

Ch, 15 years old

iIt is really disgusting to be examined in such 
a place…it’s not always clean. I might have 
been made ill by the examination.

G, 16 years old

Have never heard about it. Do not even know these 
standards exist

Only heard about it, but not well informed

Well informed. Read about related rules and standards

7%

55%

38%

1.4 HOW WELL DOES YOUR SCHOOL PROVIDE SUFFICIENT, QUALITY INFORMATION 
ABOUT REPRODUCTIVITY THROUGH TRAINING AND EVENTS? (QUESTION 8)

1 out of 10 participants (8.4%) answered that 
they were examined without participating in prior 
activities or training about reproductive health. 

2 out of 10 participants (20.2%) answered that they 
were content with the information and training on 
reproductive health provided by the school, but 
the remaining 79.8% believed that information 
and training was insufficient, and their comments 
indicated that they were not happy with the quality 
or content.

“Reproductive health, protection against 
STDs and unwanted pregnancy training 
should be given regularly.” 

K, 17 years old

There is no value in conducting an 
examination that only includes girls who 
have not been properly taught educated 
reproductive health. Teenagers who are 
uninformed will inevitably make mistakes. 

O, 17 years old

20%

39%

33%

8%

Gives general 
information, but not 
fully understandable

Excellent. I know enough
information about 
reproductivity

Gives information 
but not enough

Does not give any 
information
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GIRLS’ EXAMINATION AS A VIOLATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS2
2.1 BEFORE GIRLS’ EXAMINATION

1. ARE GIRLS ASKED FOR THEIR CONSENT BEFORE THE EXAMINATION? (QUESTION 4)

NO

YES

54%
NO

YES
28%

72%
46%

Although not tested, the 
teacher may misunderstand 
and mistreat me.

Respect my decision 
and exempt me from
getting tested

Although not tested, 
other students gossip
about me

My refusal is not 
considered, and forcefully 
get me tested

48%

27%

12%

13%
7 out of 10 participants (72.2%) had not been asked 
for consent before being examined.

B. GIRLS ARE ASKED FOR THEIR CONSENT 
BEFORE THE GIRLS’ EXAMINATION 

If the customer is not of age and thus does not have legal capacity, decisions will be made by the legal 
guardian (father, mother, guardian) in a written form. 

(Ethical standards of medical experts part 4.7)

Takes written consent 
from both students 
and parents

Takes written consent 
from parents

Takes written consent 
from students

Takes spoken consent

34%

37%

19%

10%

FOR PARTICIPANTS WHO ANSWERED 
YES, THE NEXT QUESTION WAS 
HOW IS CONSENT ASKED FOR?

1 out of 2 participants (46.4%) had been examined 
without prior notice. 

Although the fact that more than half the schools 
gave girls prior notice about the examination is 
commendable, standards between schools differ. 
This is due to the absence of a specific regulation 
concerning prior notice to allow girls to be examined.

Teachers say nothing before the examination 
except “Wear clean clothes. Tomorrow, you 
will be examined. 

R,17 years old

A. INFORMATION IS GIVEN PRIOR TO 
THE GIRLS EXAMINATION 

Events concerning the health of an adolescent 
who does not have full legal status, must be 
approved by both the adolescent and the parents 
or guardian. However, only 2 out of 10 participants 
whose consent was asked for (18.9%) answered 
that written consent was asked of both parents and 
students.

The disparity between schools in relation to seeking 
consent is due to the lack of a specific regulation 
about who should be asked for consent, and the 
form it should take.

2 out of 5 participants (43.7%) answered that 
regardless of their decision, they would be forcefully 
examined.

While the majority of participants thought their 
decision would be respected and they would be 
exempted from examination, respondents were 
worried that if their teachers and peers knew 
this, their decision would be misunderstood, may 
be gossiped about or experience discriminatory 
treatment by teachers.

Sexual violence means that someone forces 
or manipulates another person into unwanted 
sexual activity without their consent. Reasons 
that someone might not consent include fear, 
age, illness, disability, and/or the influence of 
alcohol or other drugs. 

www.nsvrc.org

2. WHAT IF YOU REFUSE TO BE TESTED? 
(QUESTION 6)

If an outsider enters people’s houses without 
their consent, that person is punished. Yet, 
why is no one speaking up when a person 
invades my body without my consent? 

M, 15 years old
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50%50%

With another person 
besides the doctor

Separated,
individually

10%

58%

27%

5%

Normal, same as
any other tests

Angry and
condescending
behaviour

Embarrassed, worried, 
wanted it to end as 
soon as possible

Not that respectful, but
does not give strange 
feelings

Scared, uncomfortable, 
unsafe feeling

Pleasant and
respectful

Comfortable, safe,
pleasant feeling

Embarrassing and
insulting manners

41%

46%

9%
4%

Don’t notice

Don’t really know

Yes, fully confident

No, I don’t think so50%

15%15%

20%

2.1%

31.3%

22.3%

8.2%

2.6%

12.7%11.8%
9.0%

Elementary
school

6th 
grade

7th 
grade

12th 
grade

11th 
grade

10th 
grade

9th 
grade

8th 
grade

2.2 DURING GIRLS’ EXAMINATION

1. HOW DOES YOUR SCHOOL CONDUCT THE 
GIRLS’ EXAMINATION? (QUESTION 9)

FOR PARTICIPANTS WHO ANSWERED 
SEPARATED INDIVIDUALLY, THE NEXT 
QUESTION WAS: HOW DO YOU FEEL WHEN 
YOU GET TESTED? (QUESTION 11)

2. HOW DO THE DOCTORS CONDUCTING 
THE EXAMINATION INTERACT WITH 
STUDENTS? (QUESTION 10)

Almost 70% of participants found that the girls’ 
examination gave them unpleasant feelings.

2 out of 5 participants (38.5%) felt respected during 
the girls’ examination

As 4.3% of participants said they’d experienced 
embarrassing and insulting words or manners, we 
can assume that some girls who participated in the 
survey were placed at risk by the girls examination. 

This question was asked to determine if medical 
privacy and the individual’s privacy was maintained. 
However, 1 out of 2 participants (50.1%) have been 
examined with another person in the room besides 
the doctor.

In the manual for medical practitioners relating 
to communicating with patients, it is stated 
that the practitioner should provide medical 
assistance to patients without the presence 
of a third party, but the manner in which the 
girls’ examination is conducted in schools 
prevents medical practitioners from following 
this procedure.

Communication rules between medical 
practitioners and patients

3. HOW CONFIDENT ARE YOU THAT DOCTORS, NURSES CONDUCTING THE 
EXAMINATION CHANGE THEIR SINGLE-USE GLOVES AND USE SANITIZED EQUIPMENT? 
(QUESTION 12 )

A citizen has the right to demand the 
implementation of regulations on hygiene from 
a government organization or a government 
official. 

 Law on Hygiene section 14.1.2

In 2015, 29 acute infectious diseases were 
registered nationally, 59.4 thousand patients 
suffered from infectious diseases, increasing 
60.9% from 2000, 64% from a decade ago, 
43.6% from 5 years ago and 77.2% from last 
year.

(Health statistic-2015)

Unintentionally or intentionally revealing or criticizing a hospital’s or a medical expert’s reputation, medical 
skills and issues related to the patient’s privacy to a third party is prohibited. 

(Ethical standards of medical experts part 3.10)

9 out of 10 participants (85.2%) do not know or didn’t 
notice if the doctor maintained hygiene standards.

Students being examined by a doctor who may not 
be maintaining or caring about hygiene standards 
should be educated on receiving reliable health 
services, including paying attention to hygiene 
standards and using single-use equipment. 

2.3 AFTER GIRLS’ EXAMINATION

1. IN WHAT GRADE(S) HAVE YOU BEEN EXAMINED? (QUESTION 17)

Girls’ examinations are being 
conducted in different grades in each 
school due to the lack of regulations. 
It is alarming that this means the 
examination has been conducted for 
girls as young as primary school age.
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2. HOW CONFIDENT ARE YOU THAT THE DOCTOR CONDUCTING THE EXAMINATION 
AND OTHER PEOPLE IN THE ROOM  WILL OBSERVE THE PRIVACY OF THE STUDENTS? 
(QUESTION 13)

3. AFTER THE EXAMINATION, IF ANYONE RECEIVES A NEGATIVE RESULT, DOES THE 
SCHOOL CONTACT A DOCTOR OR HOSPITAL, OR TAKE OTHER FURTHER ACTION? 
(QUESTION 16)

FOR PARTICIPANTS WHO ANSWERED CAN’T TELL, NOT SURE , THE NEXT QUESTION 
WAS: AFTER THE EXAMINATION, HAVE YOU HEARD RUMOURS ABOUT GIRLS AT RISK 
(CONTRACTED STDS, PREGNANCY)? (QUESTION 14)

Although doctors taking the examination are obliged 
to respect students’ privacy, 8 out of 10 participants 
(80.9%) answered that they were not confident that 
they would. 

23% of respondents believed the school would 
take no further action. This response is likely to be 
based on personal experience, or the experience of 
friends.

First aid is given by the school doctor in an 
educational environment. However, it is  also 
important to inform students of how to take further 
steps and contact hospitals.

CLARIFICATION OF 2.3.3: We did an online 
focus group with girls to clarify who conducts the 
examinations. The following is a typical response.

The doctor conducting the examination is 
supposed to inform patients that that their 
information will be  «kept confidential» before 
collecting the patient’s history.

3.1.2 the rules for collecting a patient history

Doctors from the adolescents’ unit should give 
urgent first aid and basic care and transfer the 
patient to specialized doctors if necessary. 

(‘Medical Health Services for Adolescents 
pack’,section 7)

School doctors are responsible for giving 
students, teacher and staff first aid, medical 
help, developing healthy habits and conducting 
training and programs. 

(A/494, A/761 Joint statements from the 
Minister of Health and Minister of Education, 

Culture, Science, and Sports)

Medical experts are prohibited from revealing 
information relating to the child’s medical 
history to organizations, authorities, and an 
individual in any cases other than legally 
approved instances, and will bear the full 
responsibility for damage arising from leakage 
of the information.

 (From Save the Children’s Handbook: When 
a violation of children’s rights occurs, how, 

where and whom to contact

3 out of 5 girls (62.7%) who said they were uncertain 
if the doctor would keep confidentiality had at some 
time heard rumours about another girl’s secret. 

In today’s world of information technology, online 
registration of an individual’s health and other 
information raises important issues of privacy and 
confidentiality.

The doctor who conducts the examination has 
to be a doctor from the adolescent cabinet, have 
a medical degree no lower than the bachelor’s 
degree, specialized in adolescent health, and have 
more than 3 years experience. 

In my school, if there is a student in the 
organizing class whose parent is a doctor, 
the examination is conducted by that parent, 
otherwise parents have to pay for the school 
to hire a non-parent doctor to conduct the 
examination. We do not get any information 
from the doctor conducting the examination. 

G, 14-year-old

52%

22%
19%

7%

Don’t believe they can

Can’t tell. Not sureYes, fully confident

Can’t keep the privacy

Yes, it has happened 
before

Yes, but I don’t believe 
in it

Yes, rumors spread after 
each testing

No, there are no 
such rumors

Don't knowNo. It is not their 
responsibility

Yes, the school contacts
hospitals and takes 
further action

I think so

Never, only identify 
the risks

26%

22%
16%

36%

48%

14%

11%

23%

4%
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4. DO YOU KNOW OF ANY INSTANCES WHERE GIRLS TRANSFERRED OR WERE 
EXPELLED FROM THEIR SCHOOLS AFTER BEING DISCRIMINATED AGAINST OR 
EMBARRASSED AFTER THE GIRLS’ EXAMINATION? (QUESTION 19)

1. HOW DOES THE TESTING MAKE YOU 
FEEL? (QUESTION 18)

2. DO YOU THINK THE GIRLS’ 
EXAMINATION AT SCHOOL IS AN 
APPROPRIATE MEASURE TO PREVENT 
POSSIBLE RISKS, SUCH AS UNWANTED 
PREGNANCY, STDS? (QUESTION 2)

The requirements teachers put on students 
should be appropriate to the students’ physical, 
mental and social level. Teachers should not 
affect the student’s education by breaking 
the rules, discriminating against them on the 
basis of family background, development or 
competency, by refusing to enroll the student 
in school or kindergarten, expelling from class 
or school, or forcing the student to transfer. 

(Ethical Standards of Teachers, section 2.1.2) 

It is notable that 29% of the total participants 
answered that the school does not expel due to the  
results of the girls’ examination.

43.7% of participants believed that if explusions 
occur, the reason would be kept secret, an alarming 
indication that students think it’s possible that a 
student’s right to education could be limited by 
personal health issues.

Only 15.36% of total participants answered that their 
feelings were not affected at all by the examination. 

1 out of 2 participants (55.55%) answered that they 
had uncomfortable feelings and were worried after 
the examination.

The main reasons girls are being examined is to 
check for girls' normal growth and to prevent the 
possibility of infections and unwanted pregnancy. 
However, it is clear from the survey findings that 
conducting the examination has little impact on most 
of the girls (68%) who are examined; in other words, 
they do not believe that this form of screening is not 
an effective preventative measure.

The primary purpose of this group of survey questions was to clarify the respondents’ attitudes toward the girls’ 
examination. The following section focuses on the highlights of their responses.

Don’t know, hidden even 
if it happened

I do know, happened at
different school

I do know, happened at 
my school

Don’t know, don’t usually 
get expelled from school

17%

45%

31%

7%

GIRLS’ OPINIONS OF AND ATTITUDES TOWARDS 
THE GIRLS’ EXAMINATION3

Children usually feel scared and embarrassed 
when they hear about  the girls’ examination, 
so they don’t need to run girls’ examination. 
It’s better to talk to our parents.

O, 18 years old

Separately from the girl›s examination, it is 
important for  girls to be able to monitor their 
own reproductive health by the girl and her 
guardian regularly visiting the specialized 
clinic instead of at school. 

Sh,18 years old

It was difficult at that 
time, hard to sometimes 
think about

Very negative, hard to 
think about it

Not that uncomfortable
Worry about other 
people’s privacy been 
invaded

Normal

24%

21%

28%

16% 11%

Not appropriate for
adolescents and 
not a preventative 
measure

Not that appropriate 
of a measure to 
prevent risks

Can prevent risks. 
Is an appropriate 
measure23%

45%

32%
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3. IF YOU OR YOUR FRIENDS RECEIVE NEGATIVE RESULTS AFTER THE EXAMINATIONS, 
WOULD YOU CONTACT DOCTORS OR HOSPITALS? (QUESTION 15)

4. WHAT ARE YOUR FRIENDS’ OPINIONS OF THE GIRLS’ EXAMINATION? 
(QUESTION 20)

5. DO YOU SUPPORT THE MASS EXAMINATION OF GIRLS IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS? 
(QUESTION 21)

It is commendable that 64.5% of total participants 
answered that they would contact hospitals as it 
indicates that adolescents have the interest and 
capacity to look after their own health.

1 out of 5 participants answered that they would not 
contact hospitals because they would worry that 
someone would find out. This shows concern about 
their privacy, and also reflects their concern about 
possible adverse consequences from teachers and 
parents knowing about their health issue.

97.3% of girls do not have a high opinion of the girls’ 
examination. 

57% of total participants do not consider the girls’ 
examination to be right and have negative attitudes 
towards it, demonstrating  that feedback from 
children has not been taken into account.  

2 out of 5 participants (38.71%) considered the girls’ 
examination to be necessary, which may reflect  
that fact that some children believe they should not 
voice their opinion or contradict adult decisions,.

66% of girls did not support the girls’ examination. 

When I  was examined, I didn’t know why I 
came. Even if girls are pregnant or have STIs 
(sexually transmitted infections), the effect 
on their psychology is not known. I would like 
to have a skillled psychologist available who 
can help counsel children. There are times 
when a girl becomes pregnant and does 
not know what do. At a time like that, it’s 
difficult to go to hospital rather than seeing 
a psychologist. 

M,16 years old

Article 12 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child establishes the right of every child to freely express 
her or his views, in all matters affecting her or him, and the subsequent right for those views to be given 
due weight, according to the child›s age and maturity.

No, I’m afraid my parents 
will know

No, I’m afraid rumors will 
spread

Yes, as it is a health-
related issue

I refuse to answer

65%17%

14%
4%

Necessary to 
happen

Not that right

Positive, 
appreciative

Negative, don’t 
want it to happen 
again

32%
39%

25%

4%

34%

66%
Do not support

Support
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ANNEX: GIRLS’ VOICE SURVEY

Secondary School Grade: Location: 

№ Answers
Place

Total 
City Aimag 

1. To test for virginity or for pregnancy 21.0% 7.8% 28.8%
2. To monitor girls’ reproductive health 16.4% 8.6% 25.1%
3. To protect girls from risks 16.0% 12.7% 28.6%
4. Don’t understand why 9.2% 6.5% 15.6%
5. Skipped the question 1.9% 1.9%

Total 100.0% 100.0%

№ Answers
Place

Total 
City Aimag 

1. Can prevent risks. Is an appropriate measure 12.1% 10.5% 22.6%
2. Not that appropriate as a measure to prevent risks 27.5% 16.0% 43.5%

3. Not appropriate for adolescents and not a 
preventative measure 22.4% 9.4% 31.8%

4. Skipped the question 2.1% 2.1%
Total 100.0% 100.0%

№ Answers
Place

Total 
City Aimag 

1. Give us enough information 6.5% 5.1% 11.6%
2. Yes, but not full information 27.8% 16.4% 44.2%
3. No information given 28.8% 13.7% 42.6%
4. Skipped the question 1.6% 1.6%

Total 100.0% 100.0%

1.
Why do you 

think the girls’ 
examination is 

conducted at 
school?

2.
Do you think the 

girls’ examination 
at school is an 

appropriate 
measure to prevent 

possible risks, 
such as unwanted 
pregnancy, STDs? 

3.
Do your teachers or 

the school tell you 
why they conduct 

these testings?

№ Answers
Place

Total 
City Aimag 

1. Yes, consent is given beforehand 9.4% 4.3% 13.7%
2. Informed beforehand, but not asked for consent 25.3% 14.6% 40.0%
3. Not informed beforehand, but asks for consent 3.0% 1.6% 4.6%

4. No, not asked for consent and tests conducted 
without notice 24.8% 13.7% 38.5%

5. Skipped the question 3.2% 3.2%
Total 100.0% 100.0%

№ Answers
Place

Total 
City Aimag 

1. Written consent from students. 5.9% 2.7% 8.6%
2. Written consent from parents 6.2% 2.7% 8.9%
3. Written consent from both students and parents 2.4% 2.2% 4.6%
4. Does not ask for consent. 45.3% 26.4% 71.7%
5. Oral permission 2.2% 0.2% 2.4%
6. Skipped the question 3.8% 3.8%

Total 100.0% 100.0%

№ Answers
Place

Total 
City Aimag 

1. Respect my decision and exempt me from the 
examination. 10.5% 3.0% 13.5%

2. Although exempted, the teacher may 
misunderstand and mistreat me 7.8% 4.1% 11.9%

3. Although exempted, other students gossip about 
me 17.8% 8.6% 26.4%

4. My refusal not considered, and I am forced to be 
tested. 24.8% 18.3% 43.1%

5. Skipped the question 5.1% 5.1%
Total 100.0% 100.0%

№ Answers
Place

Total 
City Aimag 

1. Well informed. Read about the related rules and 
standards. 6.2% 1.3% 7.5%

2. Only heard about it, but not well informed 32.6% 19.4% 52.0%

3. Have never heard about it. Do not even know 
these standards exist. 22.6% 14.9% 37.5%

4. Skipped the question 3.0% 3.0%
Total 100.0% 100.0%

4.
Are girls asked 

for their consent 
before the 

examination?

5.
How is consent 

asked for?

6.
What if you refuse 

to be tested?

№ Grade Number Percentage 

1. 7 4 1.0
2. 8 50 13.5
3. 9 36 9.7
4. 10 39 10.5
5. 11 94 25.3
6. 12 76 23.5
7. Empty 71 16.5

Total 370 100.0

№ Location Number Percentage

1. City 206 55.4
2. Aimag 165 44.6

Total 370 100.0

7.
How much do you 

know about the 
standards of girls’ 

testing and the 
rules regarding 

adolescent health?
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№ Answers
Place

Total 
City Aimag 

1. Excellent. I have enough information about 
reproductivity 13.5% 6.7% 20.2%

2. Provides general information, but not it’s. not fully 
understandable 26.4% 12.1% 38.5%

3. Provides information but not regularly 19.7% 12.1% 31.8%
4. Does not give any information 4.0% 4.3% 8.4%
5. Skipped the question 1.1% 1.1%

Total 100.0% 100.0%

№ Answers
Place

Total 
City Aimag 

1. Separately, individually 28.9% 20.7% 49.6%
2. Group by group (2 or 3 people together) 25.8% 4.7% 30.5%
3. All of the students in one class 1.3% 0.9% 2.2%
4. Together with girls and boys 0.3% 1.6% 1.9%
5. With students from different classes. 1.3% 1.1% 2.4%

6. Girls and boys are simultaneously but separately 
tested. 3.5% 5.1% 8.6%

7. Skipped the question 4.8% 4.8%
Total 100.0% 100.0%

№ Answers
Place

Total 
City Aimag 

1. Pleasant and respectfull 25.3% 13.2% 38.5%

2. Not that respectful, but doesn’t make me feel 
uncomfortable 30.0% 13.4% 43.4%

3. Angry and disrespectful behaviour 3.8% 4.8% 8.6%
4. Embarrassing and insulting manner 2.1% 1.4% 3.5%
5. Skipped the question 6.0% 6.0%

Total 100.0% 100.0%

№ Answers
Place

Total 
City Aimag 

1. Comfortable, safe, pleasant feeling 1.6% 1.1% 2.7%
2. Normal, same as any other tests 15.3% 8.7% 24.0%

3. Embarrassed, worried, wanted it to end as soon 
as possible. 37.0% 21.0% 58.0%

4. Scared, uncomfortable, unsafe feeling. 8.1% 3.5% 11.6%
5. Skipped the question 3.7% 3.7%

Total 100.0% 100.0%

8.
How well does your 

school provide 
sufficient quality 

information about 
reproductivity 

through training 
and events?

9.
How does your 

school conduct the 
girls’ examination?

10.
How do the doctors 

conducting the 
examination 
interact with 

students?

11.  
How do you feel 

when you get 
tested?

№ Answers
Place

Total 
City Aimag 

1. Yes, fully confident. 8.6% 6.2% 14.8%
2. I do not really know 25.6% 16.7% 42.3%
3. Do not notice 12.1% 6.8% 18.9%
4. No, they do not 11.9% 2.9% 14.8%
5. I don’t know 4.6% 2.7% 7.3%
6. Skipped the question 1.9% 1.9%

Total 100.0% 100.0%

№ Answers
Place

Total 
City Aimag 

1. Yes, fully confident. 13.7% 5.4% 19.1%
2. I cannot say as I have no evidence 30.2% 20.2% 50.4%
3. I do not believe they do 13.5% 7.8% 21.3%
4. They do not keep tests opivate 5.4% 1.6% 7.0%
5. Skipped the question 2.2% 2.2%

Total 100.0% 100.0%

№ Answers
Place

Total 
City Aimag 

1. Yes, rumours spread after each testing 21.0% 9.7% 30.7%
2. Yes, but I didn’t believe it 11.5% 6.5% 18.0%
3. Yes, that has happened 8.0% 6.9% 14.9%
4. No, there were no such rumours. 22.4% 11.6% 34.0%
5. Skipped the question 2.4% 2.4%

Total 100.0% 100.0%

№ Answers
Place

Total 
City Aimag 

1. Yes, it is a health-related issue 41.2% 20.5% 61.7%
2. No, I’m afraid rumours will spread 9.2% 7.0% 16.2%
3. No, I’m afraid my or her parents would find out. 2.7% 1.1% 3.8%
4. I decline to answer 7.5% 5.2% 12.7%
5. Skipped the question 5.6% 5.6%

Total 100.0% 100.0%

12.
How confident are 

you that doctors 
and nurses 

conducting the 
examinations 
change their 

single-use gloves 
and use sanitized 

equipment?

13.
How confident are 
you that the doctor 

conducting the 
examination and 

other people in the 
room will observe 
the privacy of the 

students?

14.
After the 

examination, have 
you heard rumours 

about girls being 
at risk (contracted 

STDs, pregnancy)?

15.
After the 

examination, 
would you or your 
friends contact a 

doctor of hospital 
if your results 

were positive (for 
pregnancy, STDs)? 
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№ Answers
Place

Total 
City Aimag 

1. Positive, appreciative 1.6% 2.2% 3.8%
2. Must happen 25.6% 11.6% 37.2%
3. Not that right 17.5% 6.8% 24.3%
4. Negative, don’t want it to happen again 16.7% 14.0% 30.7%
5. I don’t know 0.0% 0.3% 0.3%
6. Skipped the question 3.7% 3.7%

Total 100.0% 100.0%

№ Answers
Place

Total 
City Aimag 

1. Yes 22.1% 10.5% 32.6%
2. No 39.0% 25.6% 64.6%
3. Skipped the question 2.8% 2.8%

Total 100.0% 100.0%

20.
What are your 

friends’ opinion 
of the girls’ 

examination?

21.
Do you support 
mass testing of 

girls?

№ Answers
Place

Total 
City Aimag 

1. Yes, the school follows up with hospital 8.4% 5.9% 14.3%
2. I think so 30.2% 18.0% 48.2%
3. It is not their responsibility 7.5% 3.0% 10.5%
4. Never, they only identify the risks 15.7% 6.7% 22.4%
5. I don’t know 0.3% 0.8% 1.1%
6. Skipped the question 3.5% 3.5%

Total 100.0% 100.0%

№ Answers
Place

Total 
City Aimag 

1. Elementary school 2.2% 0.5% 2.7%
2. 6th grade 10.5% 0.5% 11.0%
3. 7th grade 11.5% 3.0% 14.5%
4. 8th grade 11.6% 4.3% 15.9%
5. 9th grade 24.2% 14.8% 39.0%
6. 10th grade 19.4% 8.6% 28.0%
7. 11th grade 4.3% 5.9% 10.2%
8. 12th grade 0.2% 3.0% 3.2%
9. Skipped the question 5.6% 5.6%

Total 100.0% 100.0%

№ Answers
Place

Total 
City Aimag 

1. Very negative, hard to think about it 7.5% 3.5% 11.0%

2. It was difficult at the time, sometimes hard to think 
about 14.0% 9.7% 23.7%

3. Worry about other people’s privacy been invaded 10.2% 5.2% 15.4%
4. Not too uncomfortable 18.0% 9.5% 27.5%
5. Normal 9.4% 6.0% 15.4%
6. Skipped the question 7.0% 7.0%

Total 100.0% 100.0%

№ Answers
Place

Total 
City Aimag 

1. I do know, it happened at my school 5.4% 0.8% 6.2%
2. I do know, it happened at a different school 13.0% 3.7% 16.7%
3. Don’t know, hidden even if it happened 26.1% 17.0% 43.1%
4. Don’t know, don’t usually get expelled from school 16.7% 13.0% 29.7%
5. Skipped the question 4.3% 4.3%

Total 100.0% 100.0%

16.
After the 

examination, if 
anyone receives 

a negative result, 
does the school 
contact a doctor 

or hospital, or 
take other further 

action?

17.
In what grade(s) 

have you been 
tested?

18.
How does the 

testing make you 
feel?

19.
Do you know of any 

instances where 
girls transferred or 

were expelled from 
their schools after 

being discriminated 
against or 

embarrassed by 
the testing?
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NOTES


